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unlicensed)34 - the justices consider very far short of the truth, as the
returns were made by the constables, about half of whom were retailers
themselves. The 'inferior trades' which sold spirits had increased to
'above fourscore . .. particularly all chandlers, many weavers, several
tobacconists, shoe-makers, carpenters, barbers, taylors, dyers, labourers
and others. . . .' The weavers of Bethnal Green who sold spirits had
increased to 'upwards of ninety', besides,
... other persons of inferior trades concerned in our manufactures... and as
they generally employ many journeymen... this liquor being always at hand
„ *. they are easily tempted to drink freely of it, especially as they can drink
the whole week upon score, and too often without minding how fast the
score runs against them; whereby at the week's end they find themselves
without any surplusage to carry home to their families, which must of course
starve, or be thrown on the parish	With regard to the female sex, we find
the contagion has spread even among them, and that to a degree hardly
possible to be conceived. Unhappy mothers habituate themselves to these
distilled liquors, whose children are born weak and sickly, and often look
shrivel'd and old as though they had numbered many years. Others again
daily give it to their children ... and learn them even before they can go, to
taste and approve this certain destroyer.
To the inflaming character of gin the committee ascribed the many
crimes of violence, the drinkers being often 'carried to a degree of
outrageous passion*. Neglected children 'starved and naked at home
... either become a burthen to their parishes or ... are forced to beg
whilst they are children, and as they grow up learn to pilfer and steal*.35
The Government was moved to a heroic remedy. The Middlesex
justices presented a petition to the House of Commons against the
excessive use of spirituous liquors; resolutions supporting the petition
were carried unanimously, and an Act was passed which was intended
to stop the retailing of British spirits. A duty of 203. a gallon was laid
on spirits and retailers were required to take an annual licence costing
£50. This step is almost more eloquent of the evils of gin than the
reports of the justices. That a land-owning Parliament should attempt
to suppress the home consumption of British spirits at a time when corn
prices were still low suggests something of the incredible state of things
when gin was threatening to destroy the race. Moreover the prohibition
of retailing was generally expected to lead to riots^ and the Jacobites

